FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
EL PASO COUNTY AND TELLER COUNTY

Chief Judge Order 21-09
June 24, 2021

CHIEF JUDGE ORDER REGARDING COURT OPERATIONS
BEGINNING JULY 6, 2021

L BACKGROUND

On May 17, 2021 Chief Justice Brian Boatright issued his Order Regarding Safety in Colorado
Courthouses, which continued the requirement that all people in the public areas of Colorado
Courthouses wear masks until June 18, 2021. This order left it to each Chief Judge to consult with
local health authorities to decide what social-distancing requirements should be continued.

The Chief Justice’s May 17, 2021order expired June 18, 2021. On June 18, 2021, the Chief Justice
issued his Updated Order Regarding Safety in Colorado Courthouses. Beginning June 19, 2021,
the chief judge of each judicial district is authorized to determine mask and social-distancing
requirements for courthouses and probation offices in their judicial district. Chief judges must
make these decisions in consultation with local public health officials after consideration
of local circumstances, including vaccination rates, COVID positivity rates and other COVID
metrics, courthouse layout, and staffing needs.

In entering this Chief Judge Order, I have consulted with the health departments for both El Paso
County and Teller County.

Since Fourth Judicial District CJO 21-07 issued on May 18, 2021, the Covid-19 incidence numbers
have been steadily declining in both El Paso and Teller Counties, as shown in the graphs on the
following page:









III. JURY TRIALS

Jury trials will no longer be limited in number, as they have been since July 2020. Beginning
July 6, 2021, 300 Jurors will be summoned for 8:00 a.m., with more jurors available later in the
day, as needed.

IV. WEBEX

The courts have relied on Webex to conduct most of their business for more than a year. Webex
has proven to offer an efficient method of communication for some court appearances, especially
those lasting only a few minutes.

The judicial officers and staff for the Fourth Judicial District are encouraged to preserve
the use of Webex where there are significant efficiencies to be gained for stakeholders,
especially for court business not lasting more than several minutes.

The Webex information for each division is available to the public at:

El Paso County: https://tinyurl.com/y4259ib6

Teller County: https://tinyurl.com/yxuz5ya4

Courtroom division phone number information is also attached to the end of this order.

V. SELF-HELP CENTER

The self-help center at the El Paso County Courthouse will be open 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Parties without attorneys are encouraged to e-file through the Colorado Courts E-filing (CCE)
system or by mail. There will no longer be a drop box at the front entrance to the El Paso
County courthouse, nor will parties be permitted to email documents to the Clerk of Court
(COC) email address. All court forms and instructions can be found at
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Self Help/Index.cfm. For additional assistance or to schedule a
virtual self-help session, please email 04SelfHelp(@judicial.state.co.us or call (719) 452-5100.




VI.  DIVISION CVL

This order does not affect Division CVL’s Operating Order.

VII. PROBATION

The Probation Department is returning to conducting most business in person at its courthouse
offices. All defendants sentenced to probation or ordered to complete any kind of evaluation
or a Pre-Sentence Investigation on or after July 6, 2021 must report in person immediately to
the probation office. Clients who have already been assigned a probation officer can call their
PO directly, email firstname.lastname@judicial.state.co.us, or contact the Probation
Department directly at 719-452-5900 to confirm their appointment. Video conferencing
appointments will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis by the assigned probation officer. The
probation lobby hours are Monday-Friday from 8:00am-5:00pm.

Will Bain L...
Chief Judge
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